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With these new 
developments, we are 
boosting the local economy, 
creating hundreds of jobs, 
and putting more District 
residents on their pathways 
to the middle class. This is 
a huge win for the District 
and yet another sign that 
Washington, DC is a city on 
the move. 
 Mayor muriel bowser
District of Columbia
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Think/Tomorrow is 
a celebration of 
ideas and innovations 
around how we are 
making DC one of 
the most exciting 
cities in the world 
for our residents, 
our visitors and our 
local community.
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When I walk 
down the 
streets of 
Washington, DC, 
I can’t help 
but marvel at 
what I see. 
 MAX BROWN
Chairman
Events DC Board of Directors
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When I walk down the streets of 
Washington DC, I can’t help but 
marvel at what I see: new construction, 
restaurants, retailers and residents 
– plus new opportunities for the city 
to stand out among other global 
competitors. 

This momentum is contagious – and 
we are very excited about it at Events 
DC. We have been working closely 
with Mayor Bowser and our partners, 
talking to the community and laying 
the foundation for innovative projects 
that will benefit everyone.  

Among the projects in our portfolio is 
the long-awaited redevelopment of the 
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium 
Campus.  We are working closely with 
residents and stakeholders to ensure 
that the “future RFK” can be enjoyed 
by everyone. Plans will be unveiled 
later in 2018, so stay tuned! 

I am especially thrilled to watch the 
Entertainment and Sports Arena (ESA) 
come to life. Located in Congress 
Heights, the ESA is poised to become 
a centerpiece of the neighborhood; 
the project will provide jobs, shopping 
and dining options, as well as a place 
for friends and family to gather. Like 
the RFK redevelopment effort, resident 

feedback and involvement have been 
integral to the ESA’s success.  We look 
forward to working with the community 
on programming, events and other 
opportunities in the years ahead. 

Many thanks to our Board of Directors, 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Greg O’Dell, the Events DC executive 
team and our staff and service partners 
for their tireless work and enthusiasm 
about our shared future.

It is my honor and pleasure to serve 
as Chairman during this extraordinary 
time in the Nation’s Capital. 

 

Max Brown, Chairman
Events DC Board of Directors
@EventsDCChair
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At Events DC it is our goal to remain laser-
focused on ensuring that we are making the 
right investments not only in our venues 
and assets – but for the future of our great 
city.  These investments act as a catalyst 
for growth that will not only attract new 
visitors and residents to DC, but will also 
include innovative technology, new destina-
tions within the city and job opportunities.  
These areas of growth don’t happen on their 
own, but are often spurred by the aid of city 
action thanks to the leadership of Mayor 
Bowser and our dedicated District officials 
and the Board of Directors for Events DC.  

Looking ahead into 2018, there is much on 
our horizon and Events DC will continue 
to play a core role in making the nation’s 
capital one of the most buzzed about and 
electrifying places for both residents and 
visitors alike.  In summing up 2016, we hosted, 
produced and supported more than 320 
events, welcoming more than 1.8 million peo-
ple.  And through our events we created an 
estimated $415M+ in visitor spending for 
DC.  Fiscal Year 2017 was another banner 
year, with 22 citywide meetings coming 
to Washington, DC and a projected direct 
spending of more than $600M for the city.  

Acting as a catalyst for the community, we 
will continue to engage our neighborhoods 
and its residents across the District as we 

move forward with the Entertainment and 
Sports Arena project in Ward 8 with continued 
design evolutions and a topping off cere-
mony in 2018 – while simultaneously fo-
cusing our efforts on unveiling short-term 
programming for the 190-acre RFK Stadi-
um-Armory Campus redevelopment project.  

I am proud of what we have accomplished 
and what we continue to achieve with our 
partners and staff who work tirelessly to 
roll out the red carpet for our guests across 
the city.  Through all of our efforts, we 
remain proud to serve as the District’s offi-
cial convention and sports authority and 
look forward to creating even more unfor-
gettable experiences in 2018 and further po-
sitioning Washington, DC on a global stage.

 

Gregory A. O’Dell
President and Chief Executive Officer
@EventsDCPrez
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...Events dc will 
continue to play 
a core role 
in making the 
nation’s capital 
one of the most 
buzzed about...
 Greg o’Dell
President & Chief Executive Officer
Events DC
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On behalf of the District of Columbia, 
Events DC has been redefining 
conventions, sports, entertainment, 
and cultural events. We look for fresh, 
innovative ways to transform these 
events into memorable experiences. 
We embrace and draw inspiration from 
the city’s diversity. We welcome new 
audiences from within and beyond 
our community. With new spaces, new 
experiences and new partnerships, our 
eye is always on the next step. Join us in 
celebrating Washington, DC, its exciting 
growth and the endless opportunities 
ahead.

Think/
Tomorrow

With back-to-back years 

come back-to-back 

thinking. When you see this 

icon, turn the page to get 

the details on the back.
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New and re-imagined venues in the 
Events DC portfolio mean one thing: 
more unique experiences for our 
community of residents and visitors.

Think/
space

Bring on the fun, the original, the once-
in-a-lifetime experience! Events DC 
venues play host to new ideas that have 
a positive community impact.

Think/
experience

Our local community is vital to 
Washington, DC today - and tomorrow. 
Events DC venues and events are woven 
into the city’s fabric.

Think/
community
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New and re-imagined venues in the 
Events DC portfolio mean one thing: 
more unique experiences for our 
community of residents and visitors.

Think/
space

Our development projects – like the 
Entertainment & Sports Arena and 
the RFK Campus – allow Events DC 
to help position Washington, DC for 
its future and repurpose areas for 
economic growth and prosperity.”

 Mimsy Lindner
Member Operations Committee
Member Sports and Entertainment Committee
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RFK Campus future rendering
Credit: OMA-Robota
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Three multi-purpose recreation and community 
playing fields

A Market Hall that offers a mix of concessions, 
prepared foods and fresh groceries

Sports and Recreation Complex will include: A 
diverse line up of activities from rock climbing, 
to go-carting, swimming & indoor track field

Three pedestrian bridges that will connect the 
main site to Kingman and Heritage Islands

A memorial to Robert F. Kennedy, to be built as 
a living legacy

RFK REMIX

16
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In 2017, Events DC launched a grassroots 
campaign called “Asphalt to Action” to increase 
awareness and support of RFK redevelopment 

project. The hashtag #RFKREADY fueled 
the reach, allowing Events DC to capture the 

attention of city residents beyond the surrounding 
neighborhoods of the campus.  

Engaged to
Innovate

18
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RFK Campus future rendering
Credit: OMA-Robota
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Over the last two years, Events DC has participated in 
a series of stakeholder and community engagement 
sessions that focused on the future of the 190-acre 

campus surrounding the historic RFK Stadium, 
Festival Grounds, Skate Park and DC Armory. 

passion for 
possibilities

20



21

Entertainment & Sports Arena rendering 
Credit: ROSSETTI | Marshall Moya
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The new Entertainment and Sports 
Arena is a great catalyst in the 
redevelopment of the St. Elizabeths 
East Campus and advances the 
Mayor’s goals to expand prosperity 
by bringing jobs, entertainment, 
affordable housing, and more to 
every corner of our city.”

 Brian Kenner
Deputy Mayor Planning and Economic 
Development, District of Columbia
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Located on the St. Elizabeths East Campus, the 
multi-purpose Entertainment & Sports Arena 
will serve as the home court for the WNBA’s 

Washington Mystics, NBA’s G-league team and 
house a state-of-the-art training facility for NBA’s 

Washington Wizards and bring new food, retail and 
entertainment options to the Ward 8 community. 

new space
for growth

22
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Top Chef finalist Marjorie Meek-Bradley opened 
Smoked & Stacked in the fall of 2016. The modern 

sandwich shop was one of the first retailers to open 
their doors in the street-level retail space around 

the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.

smokin’ NEW 
RETAIL

smoked & Stacked

24
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Not only does the Convention Center’s 
retail strategy stay true to the 
mission of activating our assets for 
the city – and demonstrates Events 
DC’s commitment to connecting to 
the fabric of its neighborhoods and 
making the city a better place to live, 
work and visit.”

 Cherrie Doggett
Member Development and Strategic 
Initiatives Committee
Member Finance Committee
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Both new and established local businesses moved 
into the Convention Center’s retail space in 2016 & 
2017. Events DC welcomed Composition ID, Urban 
Athletic Club, and Cuttin’ Up Barbershop, which 

has been a fixture in Shaw for 20 years.

Made for Shaw
Cuttin’ Up Barbershop, 
Composition ID, Urban 

Athletic Club

26
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Apple Meets Carnegie
New flagship store comes to DC

27
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Events DC and Apple Inc. have partnered together 
to transform the historic Carnegie Library into a 

global flagship store.

reThinking
a classic 

®

apple Partnership at Carnegie 
Library at Mt. Vernon square
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Walter E. 
Washington 
Convention Center

Carnegie Library
at Mt. Vernon 
Square RFK Stadium DC Armory

•  Opened 2003
•  703k total sq. feet 
•  77 meeting rooms
•  $4M art collection
•  Metro accessible
•  Heart of downtown DC
•  Name changed 2007

•  Opened 1903
•  75k sq. feet of event 
    space
•  Nine ornate rooms
•  Reopened for events 2012
•  Dedicated by Theodore 
    Roosevelt and Andrew  
    Carnegie
•  Metro accessible
•  Heart of downtown DC

•  Opened 1961
•  45,423 capacity
•  19,647 MLS capacity
•  Natural grass playing field
•  Modern amenities and 
    club rooms
•  Parking for 10,000 cars
•  Metro accessible
•  Renamed RFK Stadium 
    1969

•  Opened 1941
•  70k sq. feet of space
•  10k seating for sports
    and theater
•  4.5k seating for cabaret/
    formal
•  Modernized amenities
•  Parking for 10,000 cars
•  Metro accessible

Skate Park at RFK 
Stadium

RFK Festival
Grounds

Nationals
Park

•  Opened 2011
•  15,000 sq. feet
•  Open year round (dawn 
    to dusk)
•  Inspired by DC’s Freedom 
    Plaza
•  Metro accessible

•  110 acres
•  Includes 10 parking lots
•  1.7 mile race track
•  Open-air grounds for 
    large-scale    
    festivals and concerts
•  Parking for 10,000 cars
•  Metro accessible

•  Opened 2008
•  Seating capacity: 41,546
•  First major stadium to 
    receive U.S. LEED 
    Certification
•  Natural playing grass
•  Metro accessible
•  Recipient of the U.S. 
    Green Building Council’s 

    “Silver Status”

Gateway DC

•  40,400 sq. feet
•  Open-air/covered pavilion
•  10,000+ capacity 
•  Test kitchen
•  Indoor café   
•  Metro accessible

•  Parking available

®
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As our city continues to grow and attract world-
class entertainment, the demand for multi-purpose 

venues and experiences across DC will also increase. 
It is our goal to capture these opportunities.

placemaking 
for the people

30
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Events DC was proud to add Gateway DC to its 
mix of iconic and versatile venues across the 

city. It provides us with one more opportunity 
to deliver unforgettable event experiences. 

Gateway DC will act as a catalyst of growth for 
DC’s communities east of the Anacostia River, 

complement the future Entertainment & Sports 
Arena and ultimately enhance the diversity of 

Events DC’s portfolio.

A new catalyst 
for Growth

32
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By creating demand for Washington, 
DC and making strategic investments, 
Events DC’s efforts continue to help 
power economic growth while at the 
same time making prudent use of 
Events DC’s resources.”

 Jeffrey DeWitt
Chief Financial Officer. District of Columbia 
Chairman Finance Committee



34

Bring on the fun, the original, the once-
in-a-lifetime experience! Events DC 
venues play host to new ideas that 
have a positive impact on the city, its 
residents & visitors.

Think/
experience
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Events DC introduced free high-speed public Wi-
Fi access across the Convention Center’s entire 2.3 

million square feet of space.

Got Wi-FI?

36
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Events DC produced more than 320+ events in 
2016 and another 300+ in 2017. We are committed 

to producing and hosting the freshest and most 
engaging events at our venues & across the city.

300+ events 
per year

38
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There’s a great deal of excitement 
over the District’s vibrant hospitality 
and restaurant scene and it remains 
a core goal of Events DC and its 
incredible team to keep that buzz and 
prosperity going as both industries 
are a key part of what makes our city 
a world-class destination.”

 Jay Haddock Ortiz
Chairman Operations Committee
Member Finance Committee
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Events DC and our partners helped to welcome 
more than 2 million visitors to the District - to dine, 

entertain and sleep.

Made for the 
masses

40
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The events that come to the city generate more 
than $390 million in spending throughout the 

District each year.

Knockout
Numbers

42
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In the fall of 2016, Washington, DC was named the 
Restaurant City of the Year by Bon Appétit and 

also received its first Michelin Guide.

The (Michelin) 
Stars Align

44
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Through the power of partnerships 
across the hospitality industry, 
Washington, DC has become a world-
class destination, with even more 
momentum built for our future.”

 Solomon Keene
President Hotel Association of Washington, DC
Member Operations Committee
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From first-class restaurants to world-renowed 
attractions and numerous entertainment options, 
it’s no wonder that Washington, DC was named 

the Best City to Visit (Lonely Planet).

Rest of the 
world, meet dc

46
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Recognized for our diverse patchwork of walkable 
neighborhoods, it is easy for residents to run 

errands and visitors to see the sites - all without 
stepping foot in a car. 

come walk a 
mile (or two) in 

our shoes

48
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In 2016 & 2017, Events DC joined the large DC 
delegation to introduce the world to the city, 
neighborhoods and people we know and love. 

We brought home-grown talent, local musicians, 
artists, chefs and tech gurus to the WeDC house.

DC takes SXSW 
by storm 

50
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In 2017, SXSW was packed with activations 
and events. Members of the DC delegation 

participated in panels, presented an esports 
tournament, hosted a media dinner with DC top 

chefs and greeted an endless stream of people at 
the WeDC house.

weDC brings 
the house 

down

52
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At the WeDC House, we launched our new esports 
initative with a panel: “When esports win, cities win!” 

We also hosted our first-ever esports tournament, 
a Rocket League community showcase, featuring 

players from NRG Esports and Team Liquid.

Esports gets
elevated

54
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The 2017 WeDC Music Showcase featured major 
headliners and local (DC) musicians. The show 
marked the 20th anniversary of Wu-Tang Clan’s 

Forever album and brought along DC’s own 
Thievery Corp, Magic Giant, DC DJs and famed 

DJ Lo Down Loretta Brown (Erykah Badu) to help 
attendees celebrate, WeDC style.

Headliners
make 

headlines
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Invited by The White House to participate in the 
first-ever South by South Lawn (SXSL), Events DC 

organized and produced the opening breakfast 
interview with famed architects James Turrell 

and David Adjaye and the closing party with Talib 
Kweli, Grammy-nominated artist Young Guru and 

comedian Hannibal Buress.

Power
Breakfast
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We produced DC’s largest Japanese-inspired 
dance party with our partner The National Cherry 

Blossom Festival. Cherry Blast is one of the 
festival’s signature events, and we helped expand 
its reach by taking over downtown DC and hosting 

it at the Carnegie Library.

Blossoming 
into blast

60
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Embassy Chef Challenge, a partner event 
with Cultural Tourism DC, gives attendees the 
opportunity to sample extraordinary cuisine 

from around the world. 2016 winners were the 
Philippines and Barbados, and 2017 winners were 

Morocco and Haiti.

Embassy Chefs 
get their 

challenge on
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One month before the 2016 Summer Olympics, 
Events DC hosted an interactive sports event at 
CityCenterDC. Attendees watched pole vaulting, 

power lifting, wrestling, boxing, fencing and 
Paralympic basketball. 

A strong 
showing of 

olympic Spirit

64



6565



66

The Diversity in Sports Forum helped connect job 
seekers with sports industry employers seeking 

diversity in their talent ranks. The event included 
industry leaders like the Baltimore Ravens and 

Under Armour. 

Sports talk 
celebrating

Diversity
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The annual RAMMY Awards Gala honors local 
restaurants that are making revolutionary strides 
in the industry. In both 2016 and 2017, Events DC, 
in partnership with The Restaurant Association of 

Metropolitan Washington (RAMW), packed the 
house with the District’s top chefs, restaurateurs 
and foodies who celebrated, danced and dined 

their way through the night. 

Oscars for DC 
Food Lovers
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For more than a decade, the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center has hosted the now city-wide 
Asics Capitol Hill Volleyball Classic. Players from 

824 teams competed and over 30,000 spectators 
filled the Convention Center to cheer on family and 
friends. This event has created an impact of more 

than $20 million in revenue for the District per year.

a big net gain 
for dc
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After a 20-year absence, 600 horsepower cars 
returned for two days tearing around a custom 
track at RFK Festival Grounds during the Red 

Bull Global Rallycross. A cross between rally and 
supercross, world champions, crossover legends 

and others battled it out in high-octane races for a 
crowd of eager fans. 

DC once again 
takes the pole 

position

72
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The highly-anticipated 2018 MLB All-Star Game 
will draw approximately 60,000 residents and 
visitors, generate an estimated $60 million of 

economic impact and include activities at venues 
across the city. Being selected to host one of the 
most prestigious American sports events is a true 

testament to the passionate sports fans in our 
nation’s capital.

All-Star Game. 
All-Star City.

74
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Esports is the new frontier – and 
as a city, Events DC has been at the 
forefront of this emerging industry. 
As cities compete to get tourists 
and visitors, Events DC’s esports 
initiative will position Washington, DC 
with a pathway to attract not only 
new events – but the opportunity to 
generate heightened tourism and 
economic activity.”

 Alan Bubes
Co-Chairman Sports and Entertainment 
Committee
Member Development and Strategic 
Initiatives Committee
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Events DC is poised to position the District as 
the capital of esports. In 2017, we announced 

that Washington, DC was the first city to sponsor 
an esports team: NRG Esports. This innovative 

initiative will help brand DC as an esports market 
and attract future visitors, residents, tournaments 

and new revenue. 

DC gets 
its esports 

game on
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In 2017, Events DC saturated the esports market with 
visibility of more than 368 million media impressions; 
a reach of 9.8 million on social media channels and 
59,000 viewers on Twitch (live streaming platform). 
We hosted seven youth-related events in partnership 

with the local Boys and Girls Clubs and creative 
marketing activations with NRG, including a Rocket 

League Community Showcase Tournament.

Positioned 
for a place in 
gaming history 
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Events DC is taking event engagement to the 
next level with the unveiling of fully immersive 

virtual reality experiences across our three lines of 
business. Check us out and take a virtual bike ride 

across DC!

redefining 
the event 

experience
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ANIME life 
meets dc

Otakon, the Japanese and 
East Asian anime and culture 
convention, was back in DC after 20 
years in Baltimore

Welcomed more than 23,000 
attendees 

Generated an estimated $25 million 
for the city
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A perfect recipe for success: In partnership with 
RAMW, Events DC celebrated DC award-winning 
chefs at the iconic James Beard House in NYC in 

front of a national media audience.     

DC Chefs get 
Big Apple 

Kudos
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2017 was a record-breaking year for Events DC. 
A whopping 22 citywides were held in 

Washington, DC, with a projected direct spending 
of more than $600 million.

the new 
magnet for big 

meetings
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Made In DC’s Compass Coffee is now the official 
coffee shop of the Convention Center. We cut the 
ribbon in January 2017 and are thrilled to watch 

owners (and DC residents) Michael Haft and 
Harrison Suarez continue to grow their business.

DC’s cup
runneth over 
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Events DC works closely with our valued partnerships 
to power the city’s travel, hospitality and tourism 

industry. We are proud to continue to support long- 
standing partners, including Destination DC, Cultural 

Tourism DC and the DC Chamber of Commerce.

Powered by 
partnerships
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By partnering with the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival, Restaurant Association of Metropolitan 
Washington and Greater Washington Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, we can do more, reach 

more people and achieve greater economic 
impact for the city.

Fueled by the 
fantastic

92
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Our strategic investments support the impact 
of our partners, increase their reach and 

bring tourism and economic impact to our 
neighborhoods.

A Strategic 
Path Forward
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Through our strategic partnerships 
and projects, Events DC continues 
to stand behind its commitment to 
opportunities for local businesses 
and District residents – while making 
investments that will bring increasing 
economic and civic benefits to our DC 
community.”

 John Boardman
Vice Chairman Board of Directors
Co-Chairman Development and Strategic 
Initiatives Committee
Member Operations Committee
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Our local community is vital to 
Washington, DC today - and tomorrow. 
Events DC venues and events are woven 
into the city’s fabric.

Think/
COMMUNITY

The power of sports can transcend 
communities and DC is a prime example 
of that.  By hosting and attracting 
both professional and amateur 
sporting events, sports have acted 
as an economic driver, inspiring 
spending across all corners the city 
– as well as community benefits. And 
our Community Grant Program does 
just that - provides funding to non-
profit youth-serving organizations 
throughout the city.”   

 Linda Greenan
Treasurer Board of Directors
Co-Chairman Sports and Entertainment 
Committee
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The Community Grant Program reflects Events 
DC’s commitment to build an ever-stronger city. In 
2017, we awarded nearly $50,000 to high-impact 

community organizations.

Coming 
together for 
our Community
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Working with our neighbors at The Anacostia 
Watershed Society, we teamed up to clean up and 

beautify our waterfront.

Clean up spirit 
continues to 

Flow
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As DC continues to grow and attract 
more world-class entertainment, the 
demand for multi-purpose venues and 
experiences across the city will also 
increase and it is Events DC’s goal to 
act on these important community-
engaging opportunities.”

 Denise Rolark Barnes
Treasurer Board of Directors
Co-Chairman Sports and Entertainment 
Committee
Member Finance Committee
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Events DC, with partners Washington City Paper 
and RCN, hosted an outdoor summer movie series 

at our different venues across the city.

Super-sized 
summer fun
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Gateway DC welcomed Whole Foods Market, a 
fantastic new grocery option for local residents 

seeking fresh and healthy food choices.

a whole new 
food option in 

ward 8
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Gateway DC was the setting for our spirited annual 
Costume Carnival, a Halloween gathering that 

brought ghostly delights to neighborhood youth. 

Delivering 
delightful 

little scares
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For nearly 20 years, Safeway and Events DC with 
other local partners celebrate the season of giving 

by providing an annual festive holiday meal for 
thousands at the Convention Center. 

sharing the 
spirit of 

thanksgiving 
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The Convention Center was transformed into a 
Winter Wonderland to the delight of local families. 

Featuring free crafts, entertainment and a toy 
distribution, children from the surrounding Shaw 
neighborhood eagerly took part in the festivities.

Shaw 
Highlights 

Holiday Spirit
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A winter wonderland-themed holiday event 
provided families in the Ward 8 area with a festive 

start to the holiday season. Hosted at Gateway 
DC, the celebration included crafts, a visit by 
Santa, entertainment and a toy distribution.

A christmas 
you can cozy 

up with
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Streetscape Rendering
Credit: OMA-Robota
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Events DC presented streetscape plans that will 
transform the façade of the Convention Center, 
activate the sidewalks around the building and 

create a greater sense of place for the revitalized 
Shaw community.

new looks 
complEment 
new thinking
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Going Global
Held in DC for the first time, IPW was a 

tremendous opportunity to showcase DC on a 
global stage.

IPW is expected to inspire 
approximately 1 million new 
international visitors 

$1.7 billion in increased visitor 
spending within three years of the 
event in DC is expected  
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A new web series “Events DC Live!” was launched 
in 2017 to inspire and ignite lively and engaging 
digital conversations with DC residents, visitors 

and beyond. 

some small 
talk about 
big ideas 
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Events DC partnered with The Washington Business 
Journal to provide behind-the-scenes insight into 

the business side of the sports industry. 

dc gets ahead 
in the Business 

of Sports
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Events DC teamed up with nationally-recognized, 
Maryland-based visual artist Naturel to renovate 
the Skate Park at RFK Stadium (formerly known 

as Maloof Skate Park).

public art on 
a roll at RFK
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We measure success in winning ideas, 
but we also measure it with numbers. 

For more information, please visit:

www.eventsdc.com/AboutUs/
Governance/FinancialDisclosures.aspx

SUM TOTALS
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